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Photographs do not necessarily portray testing at any 
particular installation or field operating activity. They 
reflect the total Test and Evaluation mission. 
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the organization have the broadest possible op- 
portunities to demonstrate their potentials in an 
exciting environment that provides opportunities 
to work with a huge quantity of different mate- 
rials, items of equipment and processes.” 

The survey revealed that TECOM personnel 
are happier in their careers than many of their 
private industry counterparts. 
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TECOM has nine locations. Seven are in the 
continental United States, one is in Alaska and 
the other in Panama. The headquarters is lo- 
cated at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, 
“the vehicle testing capital of the world.” 
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Aberdeen Proving Ground 

Aberdeen Proving Ground has served as a ma- 
jor development and testing ground for the 
Army for more than 65 years, and now hosts 
TECOM headquarters. The world’s first opera- 
tional computer was installed at APG in the late 
1940's. Engineers and scientists there work 
with climatic chambers for testing equipment 
operations under extremes of heat and cold. 

APG facilities provide real and simulated condi- 
tions for testing and evaluating a wide range of 
weapons, munitions and vehicles in an average 
temperate climate with four distinct seasons. 

TEGOM s unique facilities and testing capabili- 
ties provide an environment for simulating the 
effects of nuclear weapons radiation. With this 
facility test officers can conduct essential sur- 
vivability and vulnerability evaluations to ascer- 
tain effects of nuclear weapons on many types 
of equipment. 

Aberdeen is about forty miles north of Balti- 
more, on the scenic Chesapeake Bay. 





Jefferson Proving Groynd 

U S, Army Jefferson Proving Ground (JPG) is 
located in Madison, Indiana. This growing town 
was recently rated as the country's safest city 
for its low crime rate. 

JPG's 360 employees test and evaluate artil- 
lery-type ammunition of 40mm and greater 
sizes. They also test casings, fuses and propel- 
lent components. 

JPG engineers and scientists also conduct re- 
search and development tests. Their advanced 
investigative capabilities make them an impor- 
tant addition to Army boards, symposia, panels 
and conferences on ammunitions and weapons 
systems. 
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Electronic Proving Ground 

Engineers and scientists at the U.S. Army Elec- 
tronic Proving Ground at Fort Huachuca, Ari- 
zona, perform tests and evaluations on optical 
and electro-optical, command and control, sig- 
nal intelligence and other electronic warfare 
systems. They perform tests in a variety of 
highly instrumented test facilities including an 
electro-magnetic environmental facility, a sys- 
tems inter-operability and computer facility, a 
realistic battlefield environment and an electro- 
optical systems test facility. 

Engineers and scientists at EPG also form a 
base of electronic test expertise necessary to 
support the development of all types of Army 
electronic materiel. By working closely with 
Government and private industry they assure 
continuing growth of U.S. electronic sophistica- 
tion. 

The desert and mountains around Fort 
Huachuca provide an abundance of natural 
beauty, with clean and uncluttered skies. The 
area is ideal for outdoor recreation, including 
hiking, swimming and camping. A short dis- 
tance away is Mexico. Fort Huachuca is near 
bierra Vista, Arizona, a relatively new “Sunbelt” 
community. 
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Dugway Proving Ground 

Dugway Proving Ground, Utah provides ideal 
conditions for studying defensive chemical, bio- 
logical and nuclear-related equipment and pro- 
cedures. Specially equipped chambers permit 
testing of toxic substances without contaminat- 
ing the environment. Vast uninhabited areas 
and ideal weather conditions make Dugway 
suited to checking bomb, rocket and spray de- 
livery systems by using simulated toxins or the 
latest screening and incendiary agents. 

Dugway, Utah is 75 miles from Salt Lake City in 
an area of rugged natural beauty. Government- 
owned housing is available to some. 




White Sands Missile Range 

White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico, is the 
United States’ largest and most thoroughly in- 
strumented missile range. Capabilities include 
real time data collection, display and evaluation. 
White Sands Missile Range was the test site for 
early U.S. rockets and guided missiles. Begin- 
ning in 1956, White Sands saw the launching of 
the V-2 and other captured German World War 
II rockets. Bumper 5, Crusader. Pershing and 
other missiles have been launched at this site. 

Instrumentation of the White Sands range al- 
lows continuous monitoring of missile flights 
and their points of impact. Missiles and rockets 
are tracked by radar and photographic tech- 
niques. Photographs may be made at distances 
of up to 40 miles, and straying missiles can be 
subjected to instant destruction by TECOM per- 
sonnel monitoring the real time trackino of 
flights. 


White Sands Missile Range holds the world alti- 
tude record 317 miles — for a recovered mis- 
sile. The size of the range enables missiles to 
be fired from as far away as Fort Bliss Texas 
near the Mexican border, to an impact point on 
he range. Airspace over the Range is restricted 
by TECOM personnel at 
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White Sands personnel also direct and carry 
out testing for other U.S. agencies, including 
NASA. The space shuttle Columbia landed 
here in March 1982. Artillery projectiles and 
weapons systems also are tested at White 
Sands for accuracy and blast effects. 


The U.S. Army also conducts astro-physics and 
upper air research at White Sands Missile 
Range. The effects of nuclear radiation, temper- 
ature extremes, vibrations, dust, rain, shock 
and electronic counter measures on weapons 
systems are studied in highly instrumented sim- 
ulations here. 

White Sands is located near the town of Alamo- 
gordo, New Mexico. 
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Aviation Deveiopmerit 

Test Activity 

TECOM’s U.S. Army Aviation Development 
Test Activity is located at Fort Rucker, Ala- 
bama, close to Daleville and Ozark. 

Testing is conducted on aircraft, aircraft compo- 
nents and aircraft-related support equipment. 
Human-engineering tests help to Insure safety 
and optimum machine-man interface. Environ- 
mental tests determine effects of extreme con- 
ditions on aircraft component operations. Sur- 
prisingly, the Army purchases and operates 
more manned aircraft than any other American 
service. The U.S. Army Aviation Development 
Test Activity provides an opportunity to test 
some of the newest and most technologically 
advanced aircraft in the world. 
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range of operational and simulated tests tn ho 
made on materiel and equipment. Items can L 
tested under dilfereni conditions of abuse tern 

psrmftr::rnHf 

Jient, automotive equipment, aircraft and troon 
support equipment. 

SO tested here, as well as new aircraft am tin 

ment loading and extraction procedures. 

Yuma, Arizona, is in an area of natural beautv 
near several National Parks and o^an S 

Ocea^n^^'^ D'®90 and the Pacific 





Cold Regions Test Center 

The U.S. Army Cold Regions Test Center is lo- 

^aska has a dry, arctic climate where weather 
can be extremely cold. All kinds of Army equio- 
ment are tested here to insure their stability in 
cold weather Weapons and weapons systLs, 

- uding rocket and guided missile systems- 
munitions and other components; vehicles with 

combat 

engineer equipment; troop support equipment- 
electronic equipment; aircraft and aircraft arma- 
ment systems; chemical and biological defense 
materiel may all be tested here. 

game hunting abounds in the 
area, and fishing, including ice fishing, is a fa- 
vorite recreational activity of installation person- 

in also engage 

gold prospecting. ^ 




Iropic l©st C©iit©r 

Fort rif at 
Fort Clayton in Panama. The area ranges in cli- 
mate from a tropical rain forest on the Atlantic 
coast to desert conditions on the Pacific coast 
T^ese extremes and the gradations of climate 
between them provide nearly all the tropical 
conditions that exist in the world. Testing here 
examines the reliability of equipment and mate- 
nels under tropic conditions. 

TECOM personnel at the U.S. Army Tropic Test 
Center generally perform the same testing and 
evaluation functions for the tropic materiel de 
velopmerit that the Command’s personnel per- 

dpTr regions and at Yuma for 

desert conditions. 
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Photo Credits: U.S. Army Photographers 




